Harrow Community Transport (Harrow CT) Goes to Greenwich
 

On 23 July 2013 Harrow CT’s two minibuses travelled to Greenwich with members of the local community with an exciting itinerary - travel to the London Eye by the minibuses and by a boat (Thames Clippers) to Greenwich.  Everyone was upbeat.  There was a buzz in the air.  People in the country were rejoicing the much awaited arrival of the Royal Baby.  Prince George Alexander Louis of Cambridge, third in line to succeed his great grandmother Queen Elizabeth II, was born on 22nd July.  People on the minibus were happy.  They were reminiscing about William’s birth at the same hospital some 30 years ago.  Our brilliant drivers Gerry and William drove us past Buckingham Palace where we saw hundreds of people cheering and celebrating the royal birth and press of the world waiting in white tents.  It was an incredible sight which will stay with me for the rest of my life!

When we reached the London Eye, we all were overwhelmed by this giant Ferris wheel on the South Bank of the Thames.  For some of us it was our first trip ever to London.  We all were excited and looking forward to the sightseeing cruise on the River Thames.  We all queued for our tickets to travel by Thames Clippers. It is a brilliant way to travel on the South Bank of the River Thames.  Our travel by Thames Clippers was fun and excellent way to see London.  It provided us with the unforgettable sightseeing experience!

It took us about 45 minutes to reach Greenwich, a world heritage site and home of Greenwich Meantime and the Meridian Line.  The famous landmarks include Cutty Sark, the National Maritime Museum, The Royal Observatory, the Old Royal Naval College and Greenwich Park.  We all had our own separate agendas for the day.  Seven of us decided to go to the Gipsy Moth, Greenwich’s famous pub and a stone’s throw from Cutty Sark.  Rest of the party explored the famous Greenwich Market and other famous landmarks of Greenwich.  Bennett sisters told Veena that they were pleased that they went to the Gipsy Moth.  They said that both drinks and food were amazing.  Several of us visited the Royal Naval College, a startlingly beautiful building.  It stands with such elegance by the Thames that it is apparently a natural part of the Greenwich riverbank it graces.  Though we did not go inside the Cutty Sark because of the lack of time, it is truly a masterpiece of restoration and a fantastic example of history.  The Cutty Sark is a British Clipper ship which was built in 1869.  The ship was badly damaged by fire in May 2007 while undergoing conservation.  The vessel has been restored and was reopened to the public in April 2012.
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It was almost 3pm and we waited outside the Gipsy Moth for our buses for the return journey.  Gerry and William surprised us by announcing that they would take us to Greenwich Park.  Greenwich Park is situated on a Hilltop with impressive views across the Thames.  Gerry told us that Greenwich Park was one of the largest single green spaces in South-East London.  Zeba, Gloria and Gerry saw the Queen’s House in Greenwich from outside.  After buying the ice cream, Zeba told us that she had a very interesting anecdote to tell us.  Apparently, Queen Victoria used to go by a barge in the nights to a gipsy fortune teller when she lived in the Queen’s House in Greenwich.

At about 4pm we set off for the return journey.  As Gerry was driving, Zeba reminisced about an interesting incident which took place some 10 years ago.  She told us she was stopped by a police officer when she was driving at a slow speed in Greenwich because she was lost.  Police officer thought she was drunk!  In the end she followed the Police car to her friend’s place!

Gerry kept on making us laugh throughout our return journey.  We saw a lot of cyclists in South East London.  This prompted Gerry to tell us that we could reach home sooner if we biked to Harrow but we needed to be very fit to bike that far.  When we reached Park Lane, Gerry offered to drop us at Hilton and Dorchester for tea!!

At about 5pm we arrived at the Lodge.  It was truly a glorious day out in Greenwich with the local community.  Everyone had so much of fun.  People thanked our wonderful drivers and Harrow Community Transport for enriching their lives by taking them out on memorable visits.
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