Harrow Community Transport (Harrow CT) Goes to the German Market 

On 10 December the Harrow CT Outings service went to the German Market at the South Bank of London.  South Bank is an area located immediately adjacent to the southern bank of the River Thames opposite to the City of Westminster.  It was Harrow CT’s penultimate trip, last but one in the first programme of visits launched on 21 May 2013. 
We set off at 10 o’clock picking up people from our Silver Birch Bus Stop on College Road.  There was a special buzz on the mini-bus.  Everyone was excited.   People were looking forward to a trip to London.  Veena heard Mir, Sally and Marie saying to one another that “it was so special going to London especially during the festive season of Christmas.”   People were exchanging notes on how they were spending their Christmas day.   Zeba informed people that she was helping the “Crisis” in Kings Cross on Christmas day and Boxing Day!  Most of others were spending the festive season with their family and friends.  
Our driver John Cloona took about 1 hour 30 minutes to drive us to the South Bank of London.  South Bank is just 14 miles from Harrow.  It should take no longer than 45 minutes but the traffic was bad and thus a long journey.

South Bank, the cultural heart of London, is stunning.   It was a simply breath taking view.  We all wowed to see the glorious views of the London Eye and Big Ben.  From 15 November to 24 December, the Queen’s Walk along the River Thames (London Eye to Waterloo Bridge) had turned for the 6th time into a Christmassy promenade.  
As soon as we were in the Southbank Centre, we felt we were in a wonderful Bavarian Christmas market.  There was an amazing atmosphere with 80 authentically decorated wooden chalets selling a wide range of unique hand-crafted gifts and unusual Christmas presents.  Veena spotted Zeba buying a unique telescope.  She told Veena it was her new toy.  Veena bought an old book ‘Alistair Cooke’s America’ for £5.  The beautiful aroma of roasted nuts was very tempting for Marie and Sally!   People were sipping a warming German Mulled Wine and enjoying a famous German Bratwurst (a sausage composed of veal, pork or beef), gingerbread hearts and many other delicious treats.  Things were expensive in the Christmas Market.  If you were not disciplined, you could easily spend a lot of money on things.  Sheila and John told Veena the South Bank Christmas Market had filled them with the Christmas spirit.
We left the place at 4pm and the traffic was very busy for the return journey.  However, people did not mind the delay even one little bit.  They were busy enjoying the beautiful buildings in the capital.  London contains a wide variety of styles, progressing through Wren’s late 17th century churches and the financial institutions of the 18th and 19th century e.g. the Royal Exchange and the Bank of England.  All of us were spell bound to see the 72 storey “Shard of Glass”.  It is the tallest building in the European Union and it did look magical in the evening.  We all were elated to see the 20 metres high Christmas tree in Trafalgar Square.  Each year since 1947, a Christmas tree has been given to the people of London from the people of Norway in gratitude for Britain's support for Norway during World War II. For many Londoners the Christmas tree and carol singing in Trafalgar Square signal the countdown to Christmas.
It was an amazing day.  Everyone had a great time.  People were grateful to Harrow CT for the trip. They asked Veena about the new programme of visits.  Veena informed people that Harrow CT is currently working on the new programme.  A copy of a list of new visits will be sent to all members in the new-year.  Veena feels that Harrow CT by their programme of visits has not only enriched people’s lives, but they have also created a harmonious relationship among the local community.  It was wonderful to see how the local community was interacting and people were taking one another’s telephone numbers.    
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