Harrow Community Transport (Harrow CT) Goes to Richmond Park
On 31 May 2013, Harrow CT took members of their outings’ club to Richmond Park in Surrey.  Richmond Park, only eight miles from the central London, is the largest urban park in Europe.  Richmond Park was created by Charles 1 as a royal hunting park in 1637.  It has retained the open grassland and ancient trees from that time.  For hundreds of years it was a favourite refuge of kings and queens.  In the early days, the kings and queens came to hunt.  Later on they used the Park as an escape from the pressures of London.    
Whilst travelling to Richmond Park by the mini bus, I could sense that people were looking forward to a day in the Park after spending days, weeks and months on their own in the cold gloomy winter of 2013.  As we left the Lodge at 10.00am, it was dull and grey but the sun was out as we approached the charming town of Richmond. People reminisced about Richmond in years gone by. The view of the Thames from the Richmond Bridge was simply magical.  All of us were overwhelmed with admiration and pleasure!
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                                                       Richmond Bridge
As soon as we entered Richmond Park, we saw deer roaming freely.  It was a breath-taking sight.  People proudly captured the glorious moments by taking photographs.  If I were to describe Richmond Park in four words, I would say a park of an outstanding beauty.  It has ancient oak trees, wonderful wildlife, breath-taking gardens, ponds, streams with stepping stones, woodland glades, exotic plants and a very rich history.  It is a haven for walkers, runners with a variety of paths and trails.    When in the park Maureen Smith told us an amusing story of her teens.  When she was about 20, she had her breakfast in Richmond Park at 5am on her way to Isle of Wight for a cycling expedition!!
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                                                      Deer in Richmond Park

Our first stop was Pembroke Lodge, a Georgian mansion in Richmond Park.  All of us felt so privileged to have our refreshments at the Lodge which in 1847 Queen Victoria granted to Lord John Russell, the then Prime Minister of England.  The Lodge, visited by Dickens, Thackeray, Longfellow and Tennyson, was the home of the famous philosopher Bertrand Russell between 1876 and 1894.  We all felt elated to sit in the gardens of the Lodge which was once the home of some great names in the British history.  The Lodge is located on high ground with stunning views across the Thames Valley and Windsor.  
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                                                          Pembroke Lodge

Our next stop was Isabella Gardens, an ornamental woodland garden full of exotic plants with a spectacular display of flowers in different colours.  The fragrance of flowers was simply intoxicating.    All of us enjoyed the walk and took photographs.  It has 15 varieties of azalea and houses the national collection of 50 Kurume azaleas. There are also 50 different species of rhododendron and 120 hybrids.  Isabella Plantation is not a just pretty garden, but a breath-taking, heart-stopping, sensationally gorgeous garden.  
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                                                           Isabella Plantation

As we travelled back to Harrow, it was lovely to see how the local community shared their experiences of the day in Richmond Park.  Everyone unanimously agreed that it was a glorious day.  People left the Park with beautiful memories which they will cherish for a long time.  People thanked Harrow CT for the wonderful day and asked us about our future trips.   It was a true community spirit!  I am privileged to be part of the Harrow CT team.
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